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"ABOLITIONISM AND SOUTHERN INDEPENDENCE" 

In Volume XXI, page 221, under this title, was published a 
correspondence between Moncure D. Conway and James M. 
Mason. 

In a letter dated June 10, 1863, Conway assured Mason that 
he had the authority of the "leading anti-slavery men of America" 
to say that if the Confederate States would consent to emancipate 
their slaves in a reasonable time, the abolitionists would oppose 
the further prosecution of the war on the part of the United 
States, and "since they held the balance of power, would certainly 
cause the war to cease by the immediate withdrawal of every kind 
of support from it." 

The following letter, the original of which is the property of 
Miss Maud Washburn, of Portland, Maine, shows probably the 
occasion of Mr. Conway's presence in England at the time. The 
copy from which the publication is now made was furnished to 
the Editors by Dr. Gaillard Hunt, Chief of the Manuscript Divi- 
sion of the Library of Congress, who had the original in his per- 
sonal possession. He writes: "There is no year given for the 
date, but it is doubtless 1861." 

(Copy) 

Moncure Daniel Conway to Washburn 
Commonwealth Office 
Boston, April 6 

Hon. Israel Washburne : 
My dear Sir ; 

As everything in England just now, as concerns our Country, 
turns upon the Slavery question — which lots of Southerners are 
trying to smother over there — the friends of our cause (particu- 
larly P. A. Taylor, M. P. for Leicester, F. W. Newman and S. D. 
Collett) think they could make much of their side if they had 
me over there to give my lectures on Slavery as it is. This has 
been responded to by some gentlemen over here who have given 
something towards paying my expenses for spending 4 or 5 
months over there, speaking at union and Emancipation meetings 
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&c. on all occasions. On diligent inquiry we find that I shall need 
upwards of a thousand dollars (the way gold is now selling). It 
is thought best not to make any public call on the subject but to 
solicit subscriptions from a few persons who, it may be supposed, 
would be interested in the matter. 

We have already raised here about $600. Can you or any 
friends near you in any way swell the amount? If so please send 
what you can give to Wendell Phillips, Esq., or to 

Yours cordially 

M. D. Conway. 

P. S. I shall probably go next Saturday per "City of Wash- 
ington" from New York, but whatever is sent will be sent out to 
me as I need it. Kind regards and adieus to Mrs. W. 



"A TREATISE ON GARDENING BY A CITIZEN 
OF WILLIAMSBURG" 

Communicated by A. J. Morrison, Hampden- Sidney, Va. 

There has been some question as to the authorship of this inter- 
esting treatise, "the oldest Virginian work on cultivation." The 
following is submitted as proof : 

(1) Thomas Jefferson recommending titles for an agricul- 
tural library in 1817 mentions "A Treatise on Gardening. Rich- 
mond. 16s. By John Randolph." [American Farmer, II, (1820,) 

P-94-] 

(2) The Library of Congress printed catalogue for 1840 lists : 
"John Randolph, Treatise on Gardening. Richmond, 1793. 

16s." 

(3) Edmund Ruffin in 1839 reprinted the whole of the 
original Treatise, in the January number of the Farmer's Register 
(Vol. VII, pp. 41-54), Mr. Ruffin says at p. 41, "The author was 
John Randolph of Williamsburg, attorney general under the 
Colonial government. The date of the work is not shown by any 
thing in the oldest edition which we have seen, which is as late as 
1794 * * * The latest edition has many modern additions." 
So Mr. Ruffin omits those added recipes, how "To make veals," 



